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“The writing of history reflects the interests, 
predilections, and even prejudices of a given 
generation. This means that at the present time 
there is an urgent need to re-examine our past 
in terms of our present outlook.”

-John Hope Franklin

 African-American Biography



Although emancipation was proclaimed over 140 years ago, the institution of slavery and its consequences still has 
reverberating affects on the everyday lives of Amercans. Slavery has been the foundation of this society, culture, and 
commerce and its consequences can no longer be tolerated in a multi-cultural society.

What is surprising about our understanding of slavery is the lack of public acknowledgment of the institution, its 
victims, and the journey from bondage to freedom. Out of the thousands of memorials that sit on American soil, very 
few are to commemorate the victims. Only one has had federal funding.

Manifestations of Memory is a ideas competition that has been created to commemorate the African Americans who 
were enslaved.  This compettion is also intended to create a place for open discourse on race relations in America. As 
John Hope Franklin suggests, it is our generation’s turn to “re-examine our past” in order to make a better future.

The memorial competition is not meant to dwell on the victimization of slaves but rather to commemorate how African 
Americans have persevered and overcame that oppression and to examine how the institution of slavery still affects race 
relations in the United States today.

Although there are no plans to construct a memorial, art and architectural designs in themselves will provide a rich 
and valuable resource for a broad discourse on how slavery has affected race relations, our understanding and 
appreciation of those who were enslaved and their descendants, and how slavery continues to define who we are and 
what America is today.  

Introduction



Goals & Objectives

The Goals and Objectives of Manifestations of Memory include:

To honor and remember the people who were bound as slaves in America.

To serve as a reminder of the inhumanity of slavery, the humanity of those who were slaves, and the stifling of 
the physical and intellectual potential of so many Americans held back by this repressive institution. Celebrate the 
accomplishments of those who were slaves and the successes of those who followed.

To consider the MANY possible forms and ideas a memorial to American slavery.

To initiate a an open discourse, surrounding American slavery, memorials, and the role of the writers, artists, and 
designers in representing such atrocities. The resulting work should also bring together a diverse group of students, 
scholars, and intellectuals to perpetuate the conversation of remembrance.

To allow this generation of university level students to have input and thought on how American slavery should be 
represented today.



The submitted images should be accompanied by a manifesto (see requirements) that serves as either an ab-
stract supplement or a scholarly explanation of the images. The following ideas are not meant to hinder 
or restrict the creative process. They are general thoughts which should be considered within the context 
of competition submissions. 

CONTEMPLATION:  The submitted designs can be the expression of a vehicle for the contemplation of slavery, social 
inequality, and history.

LEARNING:  Without understanding the history and complex relations that slavery has created, one cannot 
appropriately commemorate it. Education about slavery via the memorial is an important idea which could be reference 
point in submissions.

SITE:  There is no recommended physical site.  As this is an ideas competition, it is the conceptual quality that is more 
important than structural detail.  There is no one site for American slavery.  In light of this, it is encouraged that 
entries submitted are mindful in site selection with reference to a central idea.

HISTORIC AUTHENTICITY:  The memorial submission could evoke a sense of historical significance and authenticity. 
This can range from actual artifacts to the relationship of surrounding historical site.

Content (Program)



Submission Requirements

Submissions will ONLY be accepted via this website. Each submission can contain up to (10) images. One 
image must be selected and labeled as the main image. The main image will be that which best represents the 
overall submission, and will best pair with the manifesto. All images must be submitted as .jpg files.
Any designs not submitted in this format will be automatically disqualified.

IMAGES:
Submitted images must be labeled with an ID#, which will be given following registration. Each image must also have a 
title(Example: Site plan, plan, precedent image etc.). Each image must be submitted in .jpg format, and must be no more 
than 1MB. Images should be no less than 100dpi.  The printed size of each image must not exceed 11”x17”.

These images can range from architectural drawings (plans, sections, elevations, etc..) to artistic renderings.

MANIFESTO:
The Manifesto is a document that best explains the submitted idea in written form and should offer an explanation 
of the major goals and concepts that the submitted images convey. The description should clearly explain the project 
based on the content and goals of the competition. This document can be either a .doc file or in pdf format, and must 
be no more than 1000 words in length. The manifesto can either be an opportunity for a literal explanation of the idea, 
or a platform for written expression through poetry, and other forms of creative writing. Ideally, the manifesto is the 
foundation of the overall submission to the competition.  The manifesto should offer a cleat explanation of the project 
so the jurors can understand your design ideas.
 
If chosen as a winner, a second submission in a different format will be requested.



The judges will consider each project based on the content as well as the following:

DISCOURSE: The amount of constructive conversation that the project evokes.

CREATIVITY: The originality and strength of the design.

RESPONSE TO CONTENT: How well the design addresses contemplation, learning, site, authenticity, memory, and 
identity.

The top five designs that best fulfill the judging criteria, objectives, mission statement, and content willbe asked to 
present at the symposium/exhibition and then the work will be displayed at schools where to students attend.  All 
expenses for travel will be covered by the competition.

Judging Criteria



Judging Process

After the designs are submitted to the website, it will be loaded into the gallery for viewing. 

Visitors to the website will be able to make comments on the designs.

After the competition closes, each juror will vote on the designs on a scale from 1-5. The top 25 scores will then go 
into the next round which the jurors will review as a group. 

At this time, the jurors will choose the top 5 designs for an invitation to the exhibition and symposium to present their 
work in front of the jurors, guest speakers, and other students.  

The winners then will be notified and given the comments made by the jurors to redesign/modify their entries for the 
exhibition and symposium.  At this point, we will ask the designers to submit their entries in a different format.  Further 
formatting instructions will be given at the appropriate time.



All submissions will be sent by email to submissions@asmcompetition.com

If you are not registered for the competition, do not submit to the competition.  Only those who have a Competition ID 
Number will be posted to the website and considered for judging!!

No one file may be more than 1MB. If bigger it will not be accepted and therefore not considered as part of the formal 
submission and will not be posted to the website.

AS ACCORDING TO THE SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS, PLEASE SUBMIT:

* A WRITTEN MANIFESTO of up to 1000 words. Please submit this as either a word document (doc or docx) or a 
PDF. Label this file as your Competition ID Number (number above) _ MANIFESTO
o Example: 123456789_MANIFESTO

This will be on the main page of your team’s “gallery” online.

* UP TO 10 IMAGES: Choose one (1) image as your Main Image.  This should give the best overview of the design and 
best accompany your Manifesto.  The text and this image will be placed side by side on the website.  All images must be in 
jpg. form Images that are not in this format will not be accepted.  Label image files with your Competition ID number _ 
Title.

Submission Instructions



o Example: 123456789_Elevation; 123456789_Main Image

You may also include a description up to 200 words per image. This is optional and if you choose to do this, put the 
descriptions you would like in the body of the email submission. Please CLEARLY label the description.

o Example: Elevation: This is the southwest elevation of the design. Here you can see…

All images and Manifesto should have your Competition ID Number in the bottom right hand corner. If this is not the 
case, it will not be accepted as part of your formal submission!!!

After you submit your design we will send you a confirmation email. This does not mean that your entry has been posted 
to the website. We will send you another email within 7 days confirming that your work has been posted. If you do not 
receive any confirmation within 7 days, notify us. Please DO NOT inquire prior to 7 days.



James Counts Early [Jury Chair]
Director of Cultural Heritage Policy at the Center for Folklife and Culture at the Smithsonian Institution

Since 1984, Mr. Early has served in various positions at the Smithsonian Institution, including Assistant Provost for Educational and Cultural Programs, Assistant 
Secretary for Education and Public Service, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public Service, and Executive Assistant to the Assistant Secretary for Public Service.

Mr. Early has consistently recognized the integrity of historically evolved values and cultures of African-American, Latino, Native-American, and Asian-Pacific 
American communities. He has taught high school Spanish, worked with the incarcerated, taught at the college level, lectured in the U.S. and internationally, and 

written extensively on the politics of culture.

Brian Ambroziak
Associate Professor, University of Tennessee at Knoxville,  School of Architecture

Brian Ambroziak received his Masters Princeton University. His research engages the creative process, the development of the artistic conscience, and focuses on the 
complex relationship between design and methods of representation and visualization. He investigates how images are understood not as the result of singular events 
but as part of an evolved process, a history that has yielded layered systems that contain historical, cultural, and technological meaning.

In 1996, Brian Ambroziak established the design practice DesignBureau with his partner Katherine Ambroziak. In 1996, they were chosen as one of six finalists from a 
field of five hundred to compete in Stage II of the National World War II Memorial Design Competition.

Katherine Bambrick Ambroziak
Assistant Professor, University of Tennessee at Knoxville,  School of Architecture

Katheine Ambroziak received her masters from Princeton University.  She is currently  working on restoring  an African American cemetery in Knoxville, TN.  The 
cemetery was established in the 1880s and stopped burials in   the 1960s.  Since then the cemetery has  been unmaintained and has become an area for crime.  

Professor Ambroziak is restoring the cemetery as a public park and memorial to those who rest there.

Katherine Ambroziak has received numerous awards and honors, including becoming one of the finalists for the World War II memorial in Washington DC.

Jurors



Harvey B Gantt
Principal Architect: Gantt Huberman Architects, Former Mayor of Charlotte, North Carolina

Harvey Gantt received his Masters from MIT and was the first African American to graduate with a architecture degree from Clemson University. He was the first 
African-American elected to the office of Mayor in Charlotte.  In 1974 Gantt was chosen to fill the seat of Fred Alexander, the first black on the City Council, 
when he was elected to the N.C. Senate. Gantt was then elected to Council in 1975 for the 1976-77 term.  He was again re-elected At-Large for the 1977-79 
term.  In 1981-83 he served as Mayor Pro Tem and served as Mayor from 1983-87.  He is now a principal architect at Gantt Huberman Architects.

Dr Emily Gunzburger Makas
Assistant Professor of Architectural History and Urbanism

University of North Carolina at Charlotte, School of Architecture

Emily Gunzburger Makaš received her PhD from Cornell University. Dr Makas’s teaching and research focuses on the relationships between memory, identity, politics, 
and the built environment. She is particularly interested in how contested memories and histories are reflected through architecture and urbanism in multicultural 

and post-conflict societies. Her doctoral dissertation explored relationships between  reconstruction, commemoration, and identity in postwar Bosnia-Hercegovina.

Dr. Akinwumi Ogundiran
Africana Studies Department Chair University of North Carolina at Charlotte

Akin Ogundiran has been educated in Nigeria and the U.S. and he received his Ph.D. in Archaeological Studies from Boston University.
Dr. Ogundiran’s current research focuses on issues of empire, material culture and cultural history in Atlantic Africa, 1500-1830s. He is especially interested in 
Yoruba cultural history in the Atlantic World. His teaching encompasses African Archaeology, Precolonial African History, African Modernities, Atlantic Slavery 
and the Middle Passage, and The African Diaspora Cultures. He has conducted research in Nigeria, Ethiopia, and the United States.

Dr. Richard J Powell
John Spencer Bassett Professor of Afro and Afro-American Art History, Duke University

Richard J. Powell received his Ph.D. from Yale University. His research and teaching interests lie in American art, African American art, and theories of race and 
representation in the African diaspora. He is also interested in the media arts and conceptualizations of the “folk” in world art and culture.



STOP. PLEASE READ.

Competitors are hereby placed on notice that all Competition Winners and Honorable Mentions will be required to enter into an Agreement 
with the University of North Carolina at Charlotte prior to eligibility for an award.

The Agreement will include, but is not limited to, the following provisions:

1. That as a Winner or Honorable Mention you reaffirm your Agreement with all of the terms and conditions set forth in the Competition 
Materials.
2. That the Award Recipients shall grant to the University of North Carolina at Charlotte a royalty free, non-exclusive, perpetual license 
under any copyright and/or patent owned or controlled by the Award Recipients to make, have made, reproduce, modify, and distribute the 
submitted Design and shall assign to the University of North Carolina at Charlotte ownership of any and all materials, 3-dimensional digital 
models, renderings, documentation, drawings, sketches, plans, mock ups or depictions in any format submitted thatcomprise the Design.

Competitors will receive a sample Agreement at the same time they receive their registration number.Within ten (10) business days of notification 
that he or she is a potential Winner or Honorable Mention, the Competitor will be required to agree to the terms and conditions as set forth 
in the sample Agreement.  Failure to receive a fully signed Agreement will void the Competitor’s entry in the Competition. Competitors are 
encouraged to review all of the terms and conditions set forth in the Agreement prior to entering a Submission. Any questions with regard to 
your legal rights and obligations under the Agreement should be discussed with private counsel prior to entering a Submission. If a potential 
Winner or Honorable Mention declines to enter into the proposed Agreement with the University of North Carolina at Charlotte within the 
ten (10) business day period, he or she shall be automatically withdrawn from the Competition. Should the Winner be a team composed of 
more than one person, all members of the team must sign the Agreement or the entire team shall be withdrawn from the competition.

Terms and Conditions



ELIGIBILITY
This is an Open Competition subject to the following restrictions:
* No purchase is necessary to apply for an Award under this Competition. This Competition is void where prohibited by Law.
* Competitors must be 18 years or older.
* Only one Registration Form may be submitted per person for the duration of the Competition.
* Team work is encouraged. A Competitor that wishes to work with a team must list his or her team members in the space provided on the 
Registration Form. Team members cannot register separately as individual Competitors and will not be recognized as Competitors.
    * Awards are non-assignable and non-transferable. Any Awards issued by the Sponsor shall be to a registered Competitor only.
    * Competitors remain anonymous to the Jury until the Jury has made its selections.
    * Jury Members, members of the Technical Advisory Committee, employees of the Sponsor, and their family membersare prohibited from 
entering the Competition.

Competitors that submit incomplete Registration Forms are not eligible to compete.

GENERAL CONDITIONS OF PARTICIPATION
1. All Competition Winners and Honorable Mentions will be required to enter into an Agreement with the University of North Carolina at 
Charlotte prior to eligibility for an award (see Contractual Obligation section above).
2. Each Competitor represents and warrants that any materials he or she submits shall be wholly original material not published elsewhere; 
shall not violate any copyright, trademark or other applicable law; and shall not, to the best of the Competitor’s knowledge, constitute a 
defamation or invasion of the right of privacy or publicity, or an infringement of any kind, of any rights of any third party.
3. The Competitors shall comply with all applicable provisions of federal, state or local laws, rules and regulations throughout the duration 
of this Competition.
4. Competitors are responsible for all costs of applying to the Competition.
5. Competitors and Award Recipients agree to release the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, the Sponsor, Jury Members and each of 



their respective affiliates and all of their officers, directors, employees, agents and insurers from and against any liability or damages arising as 
a result of or otherwise related to their participation in the Competition.
6. The Sponsor may edit any Submissions for grammar and clarity.
7. No Submissions will be returned and all Submissions become the property of the Sponsor.
8. Awards are non-assignable and not transferable

Under no circumstances may a Competitor contact a Jury Member about a Submission. If a Competitor, or, if the Competitor is a team, any 
member of the team contacts a Jury Member about his or her own Submission or the Submission of any Competitor, the Competitor will be 
disqualified.

CONTEST SPONSOR RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
1. The University of North Carolina at Charlotte is the sole sponsor of the Competition.

2. The University of North Carolina at Charlotte and its agents, respective affiliates, subsidiaries, directors, officers, and employees:

a. Are not responsible for error, omission, interruption, deletion, defect, delay in operations or transmission, theft or destruction or 
unauthorized access to or alterations of application materials, or for technical, network, telephone equipment, electronic, computer hardware 
or software malfunctions of any kind or inaccurate transmission of or failure to receive Submission information on account of technical 
problems or traffic congestion on the Internet, or any website or combination thereof.

b. Are not responsible for any injury or damage to the Competitor’s or any other person’s computer related to or resulting from downloading 
any materials related to the Competition.

c. Are not responsible for late, lost, stolen, illegible, incomplete, mutilated, destroyed, delayed, or postage due mail or misdirected Submissions.

Terms and Conditions



d. Are not responsible for any oversights, omissions, or errors on their part.

e. Reserve the right, at their sole discretion, to suspend, modify or cancel the electronic method of access to the application if it becomes 
technically corrupted.

EXHIBITION AND PUBLICATION
By registering for the Competition, the Competitors grant the Sponsor, the Competition Support and each of their respective agents, affiliates, 
subsidiaries, directors, officers, and employees, an irrevocable, perpetual, world-wide and fully paid up license to make, have made, use, embody, 
reproduce, publish, exhibit, transmit, modify or otherwise utilize in any format now known or hereafter devised the Competitor’s Submissions 
and any and all portions thereof. The Sponsor will make every effort to credit the Competitor or winner for use of their Submission for such 
purposes.

OWNERSHIP, COPYRIGHT AND PATENT
All materials submitted to the Competition shall become the sole property of the Sponsor. University of North Carolina at Charlotte shall 
own any and all materials, 3-dimensional digital models, renderings, documentation, drawings, sketches, plans, mock ups or depictions in any 
format submitted of or as part of the Design as well as a fully paid up, non-exclusive, royalty-free license under any copyright or patent to 
make, have made, reproduce, modify, and distribute the completed Design itself. All physical materials and electronic copies of digital materials, 
which are furnished by the Award Recipient shall become the property of the Sponsor and none will be returned. Each Award Recipient will be 
required to enter into an Agreement which incorporates these terms and conditions.

CONFIDENTIALITY
Confidentiality of personal information will be maintained by use of reasonable means, subject to the following: By virtue of their Submission, 
Competitors agree that their names shall be available to the Sponsor to use in any manner in which the Sponsor deems appropriate. In addition, 



to the extent information submitted in the application is not information that the Sponsor will endeavor to protect from disclosure pursuant 
to this paragraph, Competitors agree that such information shall be available to the Sponsor to use in any manner in which the Sponsor 
deems appropriate. Neither the University of North Carolina at Charlotte nor any affiliated entity assumes or shall be held responsible for 
any liability whatsoever for any disclosures of any information submitted by any Competitor, whether such disclosure is made inadvertently 
or otherwise by any Jury Member, staff, consultant, affiliate or other individual connected with, participating in, reviewing, hearing, or 
receiving information from or in connection with the Competition. The Sponsor will endeavor, in accordance with applicable law, to protect 
from disclosure any confidential and/or proprietary information that the Competitor and its owners submitted as part of the Registration or 
Submission process.

The Sponsor may be required, pursuant to the North Carolina Public Records Act (N.C. Gen. Stat. 132-1 et al.) to disclose to the public 
a completed Registration Form, Submission or portions thereof. In the event that a request for disclosure is made, the Sponsor will provide 
notice to the Competitor as far in advance as practicable of any deadline for response to such request. Consistent with the requirements 
of that Act, the final determination about whether information may be withheld from disclosure shall be made by the Attorney General of 
the State of North Carolina. In the event that the Attorney General determines that information may not be withheld from disclosure, the 
Sponsor will attempt to provide the Competitor with timely notice of intent to disclose in order that the Competitor may invoke any rights or 
remedies to prevent disclosure to which it believes it may be entitled under the law.

GOVERNING LAW AND JURISDICTION
All issues and questions concerning the construction, validity, interpretation and enforceability of the Registration, Agreement, documents, 
terms and conditions and the rights and obligation of Competitors, and the Sponsor, in connection with the Awards or this Competition 
shall be governed by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of North Carolina without giving effect to any choice of law 
or conflict of law provisions that would cause the application of any other state’s laws. Each Competitor irrevocably agrees that the state 
and federal courts located in Charlotte, North Carolina shall have exclusive jurisdiction over any suit or other proceeding arising out of, 
relating to or based upon the prizes or these official rules, and each applicant hereby waives any claim as to the convenience of such forum.

Terms and Conditions



TERMINATION AND MODIFICATION
The Sponsor reserves the right to terminate or withdraw this Competition and to change, modify, alter the terms and conditions governing 
this Competition at any time, without prior notice. Neither the University of North Carolina at Charlotte, the Sponsor, Jury Members, any 
of their respective affiliates nor any of their officers, directors, employees, agents and insurers shall be responsible for any damage, loss, 
inconvenience or injury suffered by any Competitors due to any termination, withdrawal, changes, substitutions, rescheduling, or for any 
reason whatsoever.


